French

FAQs

Why study
French A-Level
at Higham
Lane Sixth
Form?

If you have a talent for
languages, then you might want
to consider continuing with
your French studies at A-Level.
With our world becoming more
globalised, the ability to speak
another language, even if only
to A-Level, can open up many
doors in your career and
academic life.

Assessment:
3 papers covering:
A-Level paper 1: Listening, reading and translation (50% of A-Level)
A-Level paper 2: Written response to work, grammar and translation (20% of A-Level)
A-Level paper 3: Speaking (30% of A-Level)

Course Details:
A-Level papers will be based on content from the following themes:
Being a young person in French-speaking society
Understanding the French-speaking world
Diversity and difference
France 1940-1950: the occupation and post-war years
One book and one film will be studied for A-Level paper 2.
One Independent Research Project (IRP) will be completed for A-Level paper 3.
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What travel
opportunities
will studying
French at
A-Level bring
me?

If you intend to go to Sixth Form after
school, then your knowledge of French will
give you the opportunity to maybe take a
gap year in various French-speaking
countries across the world. Your language
skills will also provide you with opportunities
to work abroad in summer camps, where
you can truly put your language skills to
good use.
Studying French at A-Level, not only
improves your language skills, but it
provides you with insights into France’s
history and culture. If you do plan on
travelling after school, this knowledge will
truly enhance your experience.

Other Learning Opportunities:
Foreign Language Assistant (FLA) work with KS3/4 classes.
Where next with this course?
Languages are an invaluable skill to have. Having a language can increase your salary from 8 to 20% and can give
you a head start on other potential employees. By speaking another language you are vital to any company that
operates with other international businesses (and there are a lot of them!). Furthermore, a language is also a prerequisite for many university courses so it is something to consider if you are thinking about university in the
future.
Incorporating a language into your degree can set yourself ahead of the rest when applying for jobs once university
is over. Studying languages shows a high level of communication skills, the ability to work independently and that
you are mature, confident and can easily adapt to different situations and cultures. These skills are essential in the
multicultural, global society that we live in.
One thing to bear in mind when considering a language degree is the third year. A language degree is 4 years long,
as you spend the third year abroad in a foreign country. You can study, work or be a teaching assistant. The great
thing about the year abroad is the chance for you to use your language in your daily life and you can also meet new
people and travel to new places. You will have many new cultural experiences, such as eating local food, visiting
places you'd never heard of and celebrating local traditions.
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What are the
business
advantages
with the French
language?

With France being one of the UK’s largest
European trading partners, French can
provide you with a number of career
opportunities. The British Council sees
French as a big asset to UK companies, and
post-Brexit it’s likely to continue to grow in
importance.
Many French-speaking countries lie in
Africa, which is an increasing global
marketplace. With countries such as
Tanzania and Cote D’Ivoire being rich in
natural resources, the ability to speak
French could allow you to pursue careers
related to resources such as gold and
petroleum.

For more information about
courses that are available at
Higham Lane Sixth Form,
please visit our website

