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The Journey has only just begun.

The Journey has only 
just begun.
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Mark Twain



The Journey Begins

The Journey Begins
•Year 10 marks the beginning of Key Stage 4 – a new chapter in students’ 

school career.

• A  two-year journey of effort, growth, and resilience leading to GCSE success.

•Together — students, parents/carers, and school — we form the team around 
each learner.

•It's a Marathon, Not a Sprint

"The secret of getting ahead is getting started." - Mark Twain



Building Blocks for Success: Practical First Steps

Building Blocks for Success: Practical First Steps
•Organisation is Key
•Embrace Technology Wisely
•Wellbeing and Balance

The Trinity:
•School: High-quality teaching, targeted intervention, wellbeing support.
•Students: Effort, attendance, responsibility, and resilience.
•Parents/Carers: Encouragement, structure, and partnership with school.

Looking Forward:
•Year 10 sets the foundation for Year 11 success — early effort compounds.
•Progress reviews, student progress evenings, and pastoral contact ensure continuous 

collaboration.

"Success is the sum of small efforts, repeated day in and day out." - Robert Collier



The Power of Partnership: How You Can Help

The Power of Partnership: How You Can Help

Your support is the single most important factor in your child's success.

•Encourage a Routine
•Focus on Effort, Not Just Grades
•Talk and Listen
•Stay Connected
•Provide a quiet, device-limited workspace.
•Maintain open communication with teachers and Mr Davies (Y10 PL)

Here’s how we can work together;





Curriculum information



The Journey Ahead

The Journey Ahead

•Consistency and Habits

•Seeking Support Early

We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a
habit - Aristotle



Year 10 Personal Development

• Year 10 Work Experience 10th – 14th May 2027
• Students to acquire their own placements using their network of 

adults.
• The school is using Unifrog to monitor placements this year. 

Further information will come out to parents/carers by Friday 2nd

October.

• Enrichment 2027 – Year 10 will visit local Post 18 providers.  
Options will include a university & hopefully an apprenticeship 
provider.



AwarmwelcometoYear10 Parents/carers

A warm welcome to Year 10 
Parents/carers
Mrs Bissett
Deputy Headteacher
SLT Link for Year 10



The Academic Year

• Thursday 8th October – Year 10 Road Safety Workshops
• w/c Monday 11th January – Year 10 Student Progress Report 1 issued 
• Thursday 15th April - Student Progress Evening (face to face)
• w/c Monday 10th May - Year 10 Work Experience Week
• w/b Monday 7th June  - Warwickshire Mental Health Support Team – Exam Stress 

sessions (small group sessions)
• w/c Monday 21st June - Year 10 Trial Exams (Week 1) – in the Sports Hall
• Monday 28th June - Wednesday 30th June- Year 10 Trial Exams (Week 2) – in 

the Sports Hall
• Y10 French Speaking trials take place around the trial exams – either w/c 

Monday 14th June or Monday 5th July
• Thursday 1st July – Enrichment Day



   

Attendance and Academic Progress



Attendance is critical to GCSE success

Attendance is critical to GCSE success
• Jenny misses a day from school because she has a bit of a cold.
• During that day she misses 5 lessons.
• P1 Maths: practising Algebra where the questions practised account for 16 

marks. This section turns up on Paper 1.
• P2 History: work on a 16 mark question on a topic that is in the exam on Crime 

and
Punishment

• P3 – English: Macbeth revision 40 marks
• P4 – Science: key revision on atoms and particles, working on 2 x 6 mark 

questions
• P5 – Sociology: 12 mark question evaluating whether prison is an effective

measure of social control
• A potential 96 marks lost in GCSE success!
• It is crucial that if students miss any lesson for whatever reason, they catch

up on any work missed.



Holiday requests

Holiday requests

• Holidays are not considered unless there are exceptional circumstances.
• Any leave of absence requests will be dealt with individually, and absence 

can be granted under exceptional circumstances, holidays do not fall into 
this category. It is such an important year we want your son or daughter 
here as often as is possible.



Safeguarding
Principles
• Safeguard and promote the welfare of all students.
• Children who are safe and feel safe are better equipped to learn.
• Speak to a trusted adult.
• HLS_help@highamlaneschool.co.uk

• Please visit our safeguarding stand this evening – help, advice, 
support and information.

mailto:HLS_help@highamlaneschool.co.uk
mailto:HLS_help@highamlaneschool.co.uk


    

Safeguarding – Support and Signposting

• Samaritans provide a 24 hour listening service. Call 116123
• If you are 11-18, talk to someone today: 02476 641799 (8am to 8pm) or 

0300 200 0011 (overnight) or download the Stay Alive
app www.cwrise.com

• Papyrus - Call 0800 068 41 41 Mon-Fri 10am-10pm, Weekends 2.00pm to
10.00pm and Bank Holidays 2.00-5.00pm. Text 07786 209 697

• https://www.kooth.com/
• https://www.meetoo.help

All of these support networks and more information can be found on the 
school website under ‘Parents and Students’ – the Health and Wellbeing 
Hub.

http://www.cwrise.com/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.meetoo.help/
https://www.meetoo.help/


Mobile Phones and Smart Technology
Government drive on phones/social media:

1. ‘schools should prohibit the use of mobile phones and other smart 
technology throughout the school day, including during lessons, the 
time between lessons, breaktimes and lunchtime’

2. The UK government will ban social media for under 16s from Spring 
2027

HLS Student Voice (Summer 2026-180 responses)

• 80% of students said they are on their phones for 2+ hours a day and 
20% were 4 hours+

• 30% of students said they used their phone during the school day

• 60% of students said that notifications sometimes or often disrupted 
their learning



HLS Mobile Phone Update 

Reminders
● Phones off and stored- Mobile phones must be switched off and stored at 

the bottom of student’s bags once on the school site, this includes before 
and after the school bell and as they enter and leave the school site.

● Not heard or seen- If heard, seen, switched on or not stored in a bag; a 
smart device will be confiscated in line with our praise and behaviour policy, 
the student will receive an afterschool detention.

● Emergency parent/carer contact- we ask for parents/carers to not contact 
their child directly whilst at school and to call school on 024 7638 8123 if 
you urgently need to contact your child.



HLS Mobile Phone Update 

New
● Other devices- Students are no longer allowed to wear a Smart watch, 

any other smart devices.
● Mobile phone confiscation- Parents/carers will be expected to collect 

the mobile phone or other device from school if they are confiscated.
● Mobile phone Collection- we are trialling collecting mobile phones from 

year 7 students at the start of the school day and safely storing them 
and returning them to students at the end of the school day. This will 
be launched whole school following the trial period.



Science –Year10

Science – Year 10
Mrs Huxley
Subject Leader for Science



Science qualifications

Science qualifications

Awarding body – AQA

• GCSE Combined Science Trilogy (equivalent to 2 GCSEs)
• GCSE Biology
• GCSE Chemistry Single Sciences (equivalent to 3 GCSEs)
• GCSE Physics

Foundation and higher tier papers
Both the Single Science and Combined Science routes allow 
access to all Science A-level.



GCSESciencecontent

GCSE Science content

Two areas are assessed through exam papers:-
The key ideas and concepts of Biology, Chemistry and Physics
Working scientifically

• Practical skills will also be assessed through exam papers.
• 8 key practical tasks that students will complete per GCSE (16 for 

Combined Science; 24 for Single Sciences)
• 15% of marks will be based on maths skills.
• Physics equations students must be able to recall and apply in the 

Foundation and Higher tier paper



Year 10 Science topics

Year 10 Science topics 
Biology Chemistry Physics

Organisation
Infection & response

Bioenergetics

Atom structure & the 
periodic table 

Bonding
Organic Chemistry 

Chemical changes & 
electrolysis

Particle model of matter
Waves
Forces

Energy & momentum
Nuclear physics

10.1.1 and 10.2.1 will be taught content from the Single Science GCSEs. 
All other groups follow the Combined Science course.



Googleclassroom

Google classroom
Students are in a whole year group Google classroom as well as 
individual ones for each of their Science teachers.
• Quizzes
• Video tutorials
• Revision resources, knowledge organisers and exam

checklists
• Key word definition lists
• Links to BBC Bitesize and other useful websites

Al l  homework will be set on Class charts



• Make sure you revise for all assessments and exams.
• Personalised Follow On Tasks based on exam 

question performance in mid and end of topic 
assessments.

• Exam question booklets that focus on exam question practice 
for each topic and contain model answers.

• Learn the key word definitions.
• Review content regularly using knowledge organisers.
• Ask your teacher for help if you are struggling.

Toptips

Top tips



Support

Support

• GCSE Science Revision Guides and work book
• Physics and maths tutor website: revision notes, 

key word definitions, exam questions and 
answers

• Seneca learning website: revision of content and 
quizzes

• Google classroom: Past papers and mark 
schemes, revision checklists, revision notes



Year 10 French
2026-2027

Year 10 French
2026-2027

Mrs N Finley – Subject leader in MFL



   

Year 10 Curriculum Plan
Students  will  receive  a  bespoke  program  of 
study  tailored  to  continue  developing  their 
language skills and cultural awareness in line 
with the demand of the GCSE exams.

Their knowledge of topics covered at KS3
will  be  assessed  through Rapid Recall 
tasks and gaps will be identified and 
addressed throughout the year.

A tailored dedicated programme of revision will 
be delivered closer to their trial exams to  enable  
your  son/daughter  to maximise  their  potential  
using  feedback  from their teachers.

Year 10 Scheme of 
Learning

Autumn: Healthy lifestyle

Spring: Holidays

Summer: Environment / 
revision for trial exams, 
including speaking trial 
exams



Weekly homework online

30



How?
• Revise Little and Often
• Revise for 20–30 minutes at a time
• Aim for 3-4 sessions per week
• Rotate skills to keep revision balanced:

- Vocabulary
- Languagenut
- Speaking questions
- Past paper in Listening, Reading, Writing

31



When? 
Speaking trial exams
w/c 14th June
w/c 5th July

32

Other trial exams 
(listening, reading, writing)
w/c  21st June
w/c 28th June



Speaking
• Memorise the speaking questions of your allocated 

topic (5 mins everyday)
• Practise read aloud cards, role play cards and photo 

cards on GC
• Listen to French Radio (Radio France app)
• Watch French programmes on Netflix, Amazon Prime 

or Channel 4

33

25% of the final 
GCSE grade



Listening
• Memorise vocabulary (5 mins everyday)
1. Knowledge Organisers (on GC)
2. Mindmaps
3. Memrise (Edexcel French GCSE)
• Practise past papers on GC
• Practise on Languagenut
• Listen to French Radio (Radio France app)
• Watch French programmes on Netflix, Amazon Prime or 

Channel 4

34

25% of the final 
GCSE grade



Reading
• Memorise vocabulary (5 mins everyday)
1. Knowledge Organisers on GC
2. Flashcards
3. Mindmaps
4. Memrise (Edexcel French GCSE)
• Practise past papers on GC
• Practise on Languagenut
• Read French news (France Info app)

35

25% of the final 
GCSE grade



Writing
• Memorise key verbs from the red or green KO (5 mins 

everyday)
• Practise on Languagenut
• Practise past papers on GC
• I will mark any writing tasks they have completed for 

revision outside of lessons. 

36

25% of the final 
GCSE grade
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Feeling nervous about it? 
It’s normal. 

A sign that they care and they want to do well.

Give it their best shot!

They will gain so much exam practice this year. 

They’ll become so confident by May 2028

40



 

Key Information
Success in French – how you 
can help your child?

• Are there any topics they are 
struggling with? What are they doing 
about it?

• Ensure they are engaging with the 
weekly homework – Little and often.

• Ask to see their homework – check the 
quality of it, are they putting in 
maximum effort? How long are they 
taking?

• Support their revision prior to end of topic 
tests – Do they revise from their Knowledge 
Organiser? From Languagenut? Do they do 
revision little and often.

Equipment
Students need to come fully equipped to 
lessons.
Students must have:
• Pen, pencil, ruler, purple pen, glue stick.
• Mini white board pen and rubber

French sets
• Your son’s/daughter’s progress is 

monitored closely by their French 
teacher

• The French groups are reviewed each term to 
ensure that each student is making the 
appropriate progress in line with their ability.



Year 7, 8, 9, 10 
French trip: 
Opal coast, Northern France 

July 2027 (3 days, 2 nights)

Approx. £325



Year 11,12,13 
French & Art 
Trip: 
Lille Northern France 

December 2027 (3 days, 2 nights)

Approx. £365



English –Year 10

English – Year 10
Working together to maximise 

achievement in English

Mrs Somel
Subject Leader for English



Setting in English

•H/Ha – equal top sets (sets 1 and 2 mixed)
•M/Ma/Mb – equal mid sets (sets 3 and 4 mixed)
• S  – support set

ONE TIER entry :
(no foundation/higher papers)

We review sets regularly throughout the year 



GCSE English Language
Component 1 Exam: 1 hour, 45 minutes
• Section A: Reading and responding to fiction
• Section B: Narrative writing

Component 2 Exam: 2 hours
• Section A: Reading and responding to C19th and C21st non-fiction
• Section B: Transactional (non-fiction) writing 

Component 3: Compulsory Assessment – completed in Year 10
• Spoken Language Assessment: 3-4 minute speech to the class followed by 

5-6 minutes answering questions
• Grades recorded on actual GCSE certificate as Fail, Pass, Merit, Distinction
• No option to re-sit (Exam Board rules)



GCSE English Literature: 2 exams

Component 1: 2 hours
• Section A: Macbeth
• Section B: Anthology poetry (15 poems)

Component 2: 2 hours and 30 minutes
• Section A: An Inspector Calls: 
• Section B: A Christmas Carol
• Section C: Unseen Poetry 

• Section C: Unseen Poems 2 essays

‘Closed book’ exams. 
Students must be 

‘experts’ on:
 the ‘journey’ of each 

character
 development of key 

themes
 recalling quotations!



Home Learning:

Teacher set:
1. Tasks based on current scheme of learning for GCSE 

Literature
2. Home Learning Booklets for GCSE English Language

Independent/proactive learning:
1. Independent reading (fiction and non-fiction)
2. Memorising quotations
3. Active revision e.g. making cue cards/posters



Our message for students:

 100% commitment at all times with an exemplary attitude to 
learning and being organised for lessons!

 Take responsibility for your learning: get your revision guides, 
complete homework to an excellent standard, create revision 
materials, learn your quotations, build your vocabulary bank etc.

 If you are struggling, seek help sooner rather than later.
 Re-read and re-read texts–be an expert on them!
 Revise for each mock exam/assessment. APPLY the TOP TIPS 

that your teacher shares with you.



             

The Secret to Success:
all good grades in English come from being a CONFIDENT READER

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE COMPONENT 1 
READING REQUIREMENT BUT NO ADDITIONAL 

TIME GIVEN

COMPONENT 2 
READING REQUIREMENT 

– AGAIN, NO EXTRA 
TIME ALLOCATED



The Secret to Success:
all good GCSE grades come from being a CONFIDENT READER

 Research by GL Assessment shows a strong statistical link between a 
student's reading ability and their final GCSE grades in EVERY 
subject.

 Studies estimate that a reading age of 15 years and 7 months is 
required to fully access and comprehend standard GCSE exam 
papers. 

 Research reveals that regular reading for pleasure between ages 10 
and 16 improves vocabulary, spelling, and even maths test 
scores! 

Why Reading Matters in GCSE Exams: 
 GCSE exams require deep comprehension, fast processing, and 

critical evaluation of texts under strict time constraints. Without fluent 
reading habits, students lose vital time decoding words rather than 
answering exam questions!



How you can support your child to succeed:

Encourage reading for 
pleasure – a new book 

every 2-3 weeks.

Encourage the reading of non-
fiction – a quick news/ personal 
interest/ sports report every day 

and then chat about it.



Year10Maths

Year 10 Maths
Mr D Fox
Subject Leader for 
Mathematics



    

GCSE Mathematics – Curriculum Plan – Y10
Students began their KS4 journey in the 
Summer term of Y9. Students will now 
work through the Year 10 Scheme of 

Learning following a pathway 
appropriate to their targets and 

potential outcomes. This builds on their 
KS3 learning, deepening understanding 

and preparing for their GCSEs.



 

Key Information
The Dual/Dual Plus Set
Some students have been offered the chance to 
sit extra qualifications in Maths. This was decided 
based on their ability at the End of Year 9.

Students in the ‘Dual Set’ will sit GCSE Maths and 
GCSE Statistics concurrently over the course of Year 
10 and Year 11.

Students in the ‘Dual Plus Set’ will sit GCSE 
Maths, GCSE Statistics and Level 2 Further 
Mathematics concurrently over the course of 
Year 10 and Year 11.

All students will sit all examinations at the end of Year 
11.

Tiered Entry
Tiers are not decided until after the Year 11
Spring Trial Exams

•Foundation – Grades 5, 4, 3, 2, 1
•Higher – Grades 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4

Three exam papers
• 1h 30mins each and 100 marks each
• One Non-Calculator paper
• Two Calculator papers



  

Essential Top Tips
Success in Maths – how you can help your child?

•Ask to see their homework–check the 
quality of it. Are they putting in maximum 
effort? How long are they taking?

•Are there any topics they are struggling 
with? What are they doing about it? Have 
they spoken to their teacher?

•Support their revision prior to tests and 
assessments – do they have a revision list? 
Have they looked on Dr Frost or used 
Maths Genie/Corbett Maths to practise?

•Ensure they are doing regular maths
practice – are they doing the Corbett 
maths 5 a day on the days that they 
don’t have maths?

Students need to come fully equipped to lessons 
– this is important as they need to practise with 
their own equipment prior to their exams.
Key learning time is wasted if students are not 
properly equipped.
Students must have:
• Pen, pencil, ruler, purple pen
• Protractor, pair of compasses
• Scientific calculator CASIO fx-83GT CW

CASIO fx-85GT CW

CASIO fx-991 CW
- For students likely to take 

A-Level Maths



     

GCSE Mathematics – Learn More, Do More
Excellent progress in Maths is developed through regular practice 

and resilience to overcome those barriers in understanding.

“Mathematicians are not people who find maths easy. 
They are people who enjoy how hard it is.”



There are a number of places where you can access additional Past Papers online in preparation for your Autumn Mocks:

There are a number of places where you can access additional Past Papers online 
in preparation for your Autumn Mocks:

• Dr Frost Maths – Online self-marking past papers

• Maths Genie – PDFs of past papers for printing •  On Maths – Online self-marking predicted papers



When completing a past paper, there will be questions that you get stuck on – this is 
where the most important bit of revision happens!

• Do not just skip the question
• Do not just look up the answer in the mark scheme

• Do look through your notes/revision guides/knowledge organisers
• Do watch a video on the topic (walkthroughs are on GC for Summer Work)
• Do try similar questions
• Do ask your teacher for help in lessons or

via Google Classroom



Thank you for joining us!

We look forward to working with you this year! 

Have a safe journey home!
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